VOLUME 2.  AIR OPERATOR ADMINISTRATION

Chapter 1. Introduction to the Concept of Continuing Airworthiness

Note.- 
General information  on the continuing airworthiness procedures followed in individual ICAO Contracting States is published in ICAO Circular 95 -The Continuing Airworthiness of Aircraft in Service.
1.
Continuing airworthiness covers all of the processes ensuring that, at any time in their operating life, all aircraft comply with the airworthiness requirements in force and are in a condition for safe operation.

2.  
It includes, under the control of the respective Civil Aviation Authorities of the State of Design and the State of Registry:

a) 
design criteria which provide the necessary accessibility for inspection and permit the use of established processes and practices for the accomplishment of maintenance;

b) 
preparation by the organization responsible for the type design of the specifications, methods, procedures and tasks necessary to maintain the aircraft and publication of this information in a format that can be readily adapted for use by an operator;

c) 
adoption by the operator of specifications, methods, procedures and tasks, using the information provided by the organization responsible for the type design and preparing that material in the form of a maintenance programme suitable for its operation;

d)
the reporting of defects and other significant maintenance  and operational  information  by the operator to the organization responsible for the type design in accordance with the requirements of the State of Registry;

e)
the analysis of defect, accident and other maintenance and  operational  information  by  the  organization responsible for the type design, the State of Design and the State of Registry and the initiation and transmission of information and recommended or mandatory action to be taken in response to that analysis;

f)
consideration of, and, as deemed appropriate by the operator or the State of Registry, action on the information provided by the organization responsible for the type design or the State of Design, with particular emphasis on action designated as "mandatory";

g)
accomplishment by the operator of all mandatory requirements concerning the aircraft with particular reference to fatigue life limits and any special tests or inspections required by the certification process or subsequently found necessary to ensure structural integrity; and

h)
preparation of and compliance with Supplemental Structural Inspection Programmes and  subsequent requirements related to aging aircraft.
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